
NATIVE GROUND COVERS 
 

HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS 
 
Violet       Viola soroia 
Violet       Viola striata 
Violet       Viola pubescens 
Blue eyed grass     Sisyrinchium angustifolium 
Columbine      Aquilegia canadensis 
Wild bleeding heart     Dicentra exima 
Spiderwort      Tradescantia ohioensis 
Crested iris      Iris cristata 
Blue mist flower     Eupatorium coelestinum 
Downy wood mint     Blephialla ciliata 
Foamflower      Tiaella cordifilia 
Solomon’s seal     Smilacina racemosa 
Wild ginger      Asarum canadense 
Wild geranium     Geranium maculatum 
Obedient plant      Physostegia virginiana 
Sweet cecely      Osmorhiza longistylis 
Black eyed susan     Rudbeckia hirta or fulgida 
 
EPHEMERALS 
 
Virginia bluebells     Mertensia virginica 
Virginia waterleaf     Hydrophyllum virginicum 
Mayapple      Podophyllum peltatum 
Celandine poppy     Stylophorum diphyllum 
Spring beauty      Claytonia virginica 
Jack in the pulpit     Arisaema triphyllum 
Dutchman’s breeches     Dicentra cucullaria 
Blood root      Sanguinaria canadensis 
 
WOODY VINES 
 
Virginia creeper     Parthenocissus quinquefolia 
Moonseed      Menispermem canadensis 
Virgin’s bower     Clematis virginiana 
Bristley-greenbrier     Smilax hispida 
 
FERNS 
 
Christmas fern      Polystichum acrostichoides 
Shield fern      Dryopteris marginalis 
Sensitive fern      Onoclea sensibilis 
Maidenhair fern     Adiantum platyneron 
Ebony spleenwort     Aspenium platneuron 
Hay scented fern     Dennstaedtia punctiloba 
 
 



SEMIWOODY TO WOODY NATIVE PLANTS (suitiable for ground covers, including non-woody 
Plants that don’t die back in winter) 
 
New Jersey tea     Ceanothus ovatus 
Wild blue phlox     Phlox divaricata 
Woodland creeping phlox    Phlox stolonifera 
Creeping phlox     Phlox subulata 
Partridge berry     Mitchella repens 
Prickley pear cactus     Opuntis humifusa 
Aromatic sumac     Rhus aromatica 
Rat stripper      Paxistima canbyi 
Allegheny spurge     Pachysandra procumbens 
Winter green      Gaultheria procumbens 
Barren strawberry     Waldsteinia fragaroides 
Stone crop      Sedum ternatum 


